Materials
all strains grew at 44.5 ºC and were catalase negative and hydrolyzed esculin. A simplified dichotomous key based on pigmentation and fermentation reactions for six sugars (arabinose, mannitol, methyl-α-D-glucopyranoside (MGP), ribose, sorbose and sorbitol) allowed presumptive identification of all E. faecalis strains (Efs lacks pigmentation and is arabinose, MGP and sorbose negative and sorbitol, mannitol and ribose positive). All presumptive Efs strains were confirmed using the API 20 STREP system (Biomerieux). 
